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Cll adopts 100
villages to
ensure zero
farm fires

New Delhi: To curb alarming
the pollution levels in north In-
dia, especially during winter
months, the Confederation of
Indian Industry on Sunday sa-
id it has adopted over 100 villa-
ges and 100,000 acres of farm
area in Punjab and Haryana to
enable zero crop residue bur-
ning. The industry body has
adopted Ludhiana, Barnala
and Patiala districts in Punjab,
and Rohtak, Sirsa and Fateha-
bad in Haryana.

ClIThascreated anecosystem
to engage stakeholders, inclu-
ding experts, corporates, state
governments, village communi-
ty and farmer groups, to imple-
ment possible solutionstothe is-
sue of stubble burning, the
chamber said in a statement.

Theindustry body is proac-
tively engaging with over 15,000
farmers to provide farm ma-
chinery, organise technical tra-
inings and massive awareness
drives inthe adopted villages of
Punjab and Haryana, it said.

Air quality monitors have
been installed to monitor villa-
ge level air pollution data and
to measure the impact of redu-
ced stubble burning.

Over 3,000 school students
in Punjab and youth and
corporate volunteers are joi-
ning CII in this movement to
enable zero stubble burning,
the chamber said.

The intervention is suppor-
tingfarmer groupstoprocurea
range of farm machineries, in-
cluding Happy Seeder, Zero
Till, Mulcher, among others,
and make these available tofar-
mersonanominal rent.

The use of these machineries
on a shared basis is enabling far-
mers to adopt in-situ straw ma-
nagement practices, leading to
zero stubble burning and sustai-
nable farming, it said.

The intervention is an ex-
tension of its pilot project last
year in 19 villages and 16,000
acres of farmland in Punjab,
engaging over 3,000 farmers.

“The impact of the interven-
tion was encouraging. After it,
80% farmers adopted no stubble
burning approach and a total of
12,000 acres of farmland (75% of
the total area under paddy in the
adopted villages) became free of
stubble burning in 2018, compa-
red to 550 acres (3.5% of farm
land)in2017,” Cll said. pmi
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Cll adopts 100 villages
in Punjab, Haryana to
mitigate air pollution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 20

TO CURB ALARMING pollution
levels in north India, especially
during winter months, the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII) on Sunday said it has
adopted over 100 villages and
100,000 acres of farm area in
Punjab and Haryana to enable
zero crop residue burning.

The industry body has
adopted Ludhiana, Barnala and
Patiala districts in Punjab,and Ro-
htak, Sirsa and Fatehabad in
Haryana.

CII has created an ecosystem
to engage stakeholders,including
experts, corporates, state govern-
ments, village community and
farmer groups,toimplement pos-
sible solutionsto the issue of stub-
ble burning, the chambersaidina

statement.

CII is proactively engaging
with over 15,000 farmers to pro-
vide farm machinery, organise
technical trainings and massive
awareness drives in the adopted
villages of Punjab and Haryana, it
said. Air quality monitors have
been installed to monitor village
level air pollution data, to measure
the impact of reduced stubble
burning.

Over 3,000 school studentsin
Punjab, and youth and corporate
volunteers are joining CII in this
movement to enable zero stubble
burning,the chamber said.

The intervention is support-
ing farmer groups to procure a
range of farm machineries, in-
cluding Happy Seeder, Zero Till,
Mulcher,among others,and make
these available to farmers on a
nominalrent.
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CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 20
To mitigate air pollution
caused by stubble burning,
the Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (CII) has
adopted more than 100 vil-
lages and 1,00,000 acres of
farm area in the districts of
Ludhiana, Barnala and
Patiala in Punjab, and
Rohtak, Sirsa and Fate-
habad in Haryana to enable
zero crop-residue burning.

The CII has created an
ecosystem to engage stake-
holders, including experts,
corporates, state govern-
ments, village community
and farmer groups, to imple-
ment possible solutions to
the issue of stubble burning.
It is proactively engaging
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Green call, CIT adopts 100 villages to check farm fires

with more than 15,000 farm-
ers to provide farm machin-
ery, organise technical train-
ing programmes as well as
massive awareness drives in
these villages of Punjab and
Haryana, said an official
release. Equipment has
been installed to monitor vil-
lage-level air pollution data
as well as to measure the
impact of reduced stubble
burning. More than 3,000
school students in Punjab,
the youth and corporate vol-
unteers are joining the CII
in this movement to enable
zero stubble burning.

The intervention is sup-
porting farmer groups to
procure a range of farm
machinery, including Happy
Seeder, Zero Till, Mulcher,
etc, and make these avail-

More than 3,000 students and corporate volunteers in the
state are joining the Cll in this movement. FILE PHOTO

able to farmers on a nominal
rent. The use of these
machines on a sharing basis
is enabling farmers to adopt
in-situ straw management
practices, leading to zero
stubble burning and sus-
tainable farming. Potential
ex-situ straw management
models are also being pilot-
ed and research is being
conducted with an aim to
develop a road map for
straw value chain.

The CCI intervention is an
extension of its pilot project
in 2018 in 19 villages and on
16,000 acres of farmland in
Punjab, engaging more than
3,000 farmers. The impact of
the intervention was encour-
aging. Post intervention,
80% farmers adopted no-
stubble burning approach

and a total of 12,000 acres of
farmland (75% of the total
area under paddy in the
adopted villages) became
free of stubble burning in
2018, compared to 550 acres
(3.5% of farmland) in 2017,
said the release.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Direc-
tor-General, CII, said: “The
CI’s ‘Cleaner Air, Better
Life’ initiative is implement-
ing and piloting optimal solu-
tions to help farmers adopt
zero stubble burning. From 19
villages in 2018, we have now
scaled to 100 villages. The ini-
tiative is not just implement-
ing models for in-situ man-
agement of straw, but also
piloting ex-situ models which
can create potential business
models for rural entrepre-
neurs and SMEs,” he said.
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