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Union minister for commerce and industry Anand Sharma (centre) with recipi-
ents of the Women Exemplar Awards 2014 during the Cll National Conference
and annual session in New Delhi on Wednesday. Cll president S. Gopalakrish-
nan (extreme right) is also seen. -~ PTI
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CII awards women who
broke their shackles

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, March 26

Walking long distances 1o get
walter lor her lamily was the
biggest strain for Devti Baiga, a
widowed tribal woman in her
60s, who lives in a village on
the fringes of the Bandhavgarh
National Park in Madhya Pra-
desh, until she joined a sell-
help group.

In-a-project promoted by
Royal Bank of Scotland, Baiga

2ot a loan of 220,000 at an in:
* lerest rate of 8 per cent,

“I decided that 1 will get a
well bored near my dwelling,
for which 1 paid 213,000 and
then bought a motor pump lor
¢ 6,000, Now [ have started
growing  kakdis  (cucumber
used in salads) and big green
chillies,” she said at a CIl event

here on Wednesday. Baiga says
she has tepaid part ol the loan
and now plans to expand her
work and start growing herbal
plants along with a group ol 15
villag, 15, “The entire herbal
produce will be bought by a
Chhartisgarh-hased company,”
she ac ds. Baiga, along with Lata
Mane, aformersexworker lrom
Ghatlopar, and Kalpana Roxy
Gardekar, who is using theatre
to transform lives ol nomadic
comimunities in Gujarat, were
awarded Cll's Exemplar Wom-
en aw ards this year by Anand
Sharma,Minister ol Commerce
& ndustry.

“1 was sold by my husband
for 40,000 in 1994 and forced
into the flesh trade, But, once |
had two daughters | decide to
move away, but there was no

support tll an organisation
working on HIV helped me,” La-
a Mane said. Soon she started
selling cooked chapati-bhaji for
L0, Once other sex workers
joined her, the sell-help group
expanded and has started mak-
ing trinkets, perfume and dis-
tributing condoms.
“Ourgroup’saimnowistodo
something for 35-40 year-old
sex-workers  who  have no
means of livelihood once they
start ageing. I don't want them
todicon thestreets,”says Mane.
The awards, given by ClI
Foundation with Bajaj group as
presenting partner and HSBC as
contributing partner, seeks to
promote women’s empower-
ment at the community level,
So lar, 30 women have been
awarded, a Cll release said.
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Commerce minister Anand Sharma presents the Women Exemplar Award
2014 in the field of Micro-Enterprise to Devi Baiga during Cll National
Conference in New Delhi on Wednesday. PURUSHOTTAM SHARMA

Chronicle
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Union minister of commerce and mdustry Anand Sharma (centre) with recipi-
ents of the Women Exemplar Awards 2014 during CHl National Conference and
Annual Session 2014 in New Delhi on Wednesday. Cll president S. Gopalakrishnan

(extreme right)is also seen. - PTiI
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They are beacons of hope

TRAILBLAZERS Meet these unconventional women who fought all odds to create
a better future not just for themselves but for entire communities. Learn more about
the organisations they work for and their commitment to social change

Breaking social taboos,
empowering women

= Lata Mane

Harini Sriram
 harini.sriram@hindustantimes.com

It would be an understatement
to say that Lata Mane hashad a
tough life. A recipient of the CII
Woman Exemplar Award 2014
in the field of health, Mane has
been working towards restoring
the dignity of female sex work-
ers, besides creating awareness
about HIV-AIDS in the slums
of Ghatkopar in Mumbai. She,
however, had to fight social
stigma herself when she was
forced to become a sex worker
around two decades ago.

“My husband sold me for
40,000 sometime in 1994 in
Mumbai,” she says, “Ihad two
girls and I had to sustain a liv-
ing and show them a brighter
future. I started off as a sex
worker, because I had no other
choice, but somewhere along
the way, I got engaged in work-
ing for Vijay Krida Mandal
(VKM), an NGO involved in
creating awareness about HIV,

VIJAY KRIDA
MANDAL

VKM was set up in Mumbai
in 1979 and has since then,
been working towards
empowering and creating
opportunities for marginal-
ised communities. They
have set up balwadis (purs-
ery schools) and organised
medical camps across
Maharashtra. To know
more, log on to http://
www.vkmindia.org/

amongothers.” She joined them
as peer educator and has, over
the years, reached out to more
than 500 female sex workers.

When her daughter turned
five, Mane was determined to
leave her past behind. “My chil-
dren could not study because of
my background as the stigma
associated with sex workers
is hard to shake off. Thanks to
some well wishers from VKM, I
managed to put my children in
school,” she says. She has, since
then, been helping other female
sex workers find good schools
for their children. Mane is now
an outreach worker with VKM
and has been instrumental in
mobilising female sex workers
to form close to 20 self help
groups (SHGs) in the commu-
nity “We train them in jewel-
lery making, perfume making
and other income-generating
activities such as preparing and
selling food,” she says.

Mane is associated with the
Clean Mumbai Project and
works closely with the munici-
pal corporation, besides head-
ing awareness campaigns.

= Devti Baiga

Towards a sustainable
and secure future

From struggling to make ends
meet in the harsh heartland of
Madhya Pradesh to transform-
ingthe lives of tribes in the for-
est belt, Devti Baiga has come a
long way. Part of the Baiga tribe
in the Bandhavgarh National
Park region, she and her fam-
ily struggled to survive. “There
was no water in the area, and
the land was parched. It was
almost like the region was
under a perennial spell of
drought,” she says.
Cultivation was impos-
sible due to the weather and
landscape, and the tribes in
the neighbouring villages
had little or no water. Baiga’s
repeated attempts to meet the
authorities and get them to
understand the magnitude of
the problem proved futile. She
got the tribes organised into
self help groups and pooled in
resources to adopt the System
of Rice Intensification (SRI)
method to facilitate organic
cultivation of a variety of cash
crops, becoming the first farm-
er in the region to use this tech

INDIAN
GRAMEEN
SERVICES

1GS, set up in 1987, is
engaged in livelihood pro-
motion through capacity
building, research and
development. It has also
been promoting strategies
and solutions to promete a
large number of sustainable
livelihoods. To know more,
visit http://igsindia.org.in/

nique. She also sought financial
assistance and set up her own
micro-financing project besides
making villagers aware of pub-
lic welfare schemes.

Thanks to her efforts, around
700 households in across six
villages in the tribal belt have
been able to breathe easy. She
was nominated by Indian
Grameen Services, an NGO,
for the CII Exemplar Award
in micro-finance.

= Kalpana Gagdekar
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Transforming lives
through theatre

Although it has been over 60
years since India’s independ-
ence, the denotified tribes
(DNT) of the country continued
to fight for their freedom long
after August 15, 1947. Kalpana
Gagdekar is from one such
tribe. She became aware of the
problems of her community as
she grew older. “Irealised that
allDNT members were regard-
ed as criminals, and were pun-
ished for no reason under the
Criminal Tribes Act. In fact,
my community was branded
criminal by law since the days
of British rule,” she says.

In 1998, when Budhan
Theatre was established to cre-
ate awareness about the condi-
tion of these tribes, Gagdekar
joined them in their mission.
Her family resisted but her
husband supported her in this
endeavour. “Igot married when
I was in Class 10,” she says,
“But my husband motivated
me to complete my education,
so I graduated in social work
and devoted my time to my
theatre group.”

Through Budhan, Gagdekar
was able to reach out to people
across all sections of society
and make them understand
the importance of education,
women, besides highlighting
police atrocities against DNT
members and the condition
of tribal women and children.
“I believe that theatre has

Rajasthan Patrika; Ahmedabad:; 4 April 2014

BUDHAN
THEATRE

Founded on August 31,
1998, the Budhan Theatre
has been working towards
raising awareness about
the denotified tribes of
India, besices highlighting a
number of issues concern-
ing women, children, envi-
ronment and teaching chil-
dren to use theatre as a
medium for empowerment.
For more details, visit
http://budhantheatre.org/

the power to change people’s
mindsets and sensitise them
to the issues we face,” she
says. Thanks to her efforts,
tribal children in Gujarat were
allowed to continue with their
education, through a Supreme
Court ruling.

Gagdekar has acted in vari-
ous plays across a stream of
issues, but her first ever play on
the real life of Budhan Sabar;,
a tribal who was murdered in
West Bengal, is close to her
heart. “That play is popular
even today,” she says, “ We have
done over 800 shows across the
country.” Gagdekar, who also
teaches children about arts
and their impact at Budhan
Theatre, is a recipient of the
CII Exemplar Award in the field
of education.
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WOMAN EXEMPLAR AWARDEES 2014

THEY ARE BEACONS OF HOPE

TRAILBLAZERS They went against all odds to create a better future for themselves and society

Breaking social taboos,
empowering women

= Lata Mane from Maharashtra was award-
ed in the category for health HT

Harini Sriram

t would be an understatement to say
that Lata Mane has had a tough life
A recipbent of the CII Woman Exemplar

Award 2014 in the fleld of health, Mane
has been working towards restoring the
dignity of female sex workers, besides creat
Ing awareness about HIVCAIDS in the slums
of Ghatkopar in Mumbai

She, however, had to fight social stigma
hersell when she was forced to become a
sex worker around two decades ago.

“My husband sold me for 240,000 some
time in 1994 in Mumbai,” she says “I had
two girls and [ had to sustain a living and
show them a brighter future. | started off
as a sex worker, because | had no other
choice, but somewhere along the way, I got
engaged in working for Vijay Krida Mandal

VIJAY KRIDA MANDAL

VKM was set up in Mumbai in 1979
and has since then, been working
towards empowering and creating
opportunities for marginalised com-
munities. They have set up balwadis
(nursery schools) and organised medi-
cal camps across Maharashtra. To
know more, log on to
http://www.vkmindia.org/

(VKM), an NGO involved in creating
awareness about HIV, among others.™

She joined them as peer educator and
has, over the years, reached out to more
than 500 female sex workers.

When her daughter turned five,
Mane was determined to leave her past
behind. "My children could not study
because of my background as the stigma
associnted with sex workers is hard to
shake off. Thanks to some well wishers
from VEM, | managed to put my children
in school.” she says

She has, since then, been helping other
female sex workers find good schools for
their children

Mane Is now an outreach worker with
VEM and has been instrumental in mobilis
ing female sex workers to form close to 20
self help groups (SHGS) In the community
“We train them in jewellery making, per
fume mak ing and other income-generating
activities such as preparing and selling
food," she says

Mane is associated with the Clean
Mumbai Project and works closely with
the municipal corporation. besides heading
awareness campalgns,

» Devti Baiga (R) from Madhya Pradesh was awarded for micro-enterprise Wr

Towards a sustainab

eand

secure future for grassroots

rom struggling to make ends meet
in the harsh heartland of Madhya
Pradesh to transforming the lives of
tribes in the forest belt, Devti Baiga has
comea long wax Partof the Baiga tribe In
the Bandhavgarh Natlonal Park reglon,
she and her family struggled to survive,

“There was no water in the area, and
the land was parched. It was almost like
the reglon was under a perennial spell of
drought,” she says.

Balga's repeated attempts to meet the
authorities and get them to understand the
magnitude of the problem proved futile.
She got the tribes organised into self help
groups and pooled in resources to adopt the
System of Rice Intensification (SR method
to facilitate organic cultivation of a variety
of cash crops, becoming the first farmer in
the reglon to use this technigque. She also

Times of India - Mumbai

INDIAN GRAMEEN SERVICES

IGS, set up in 1987, is engaged in live-
lihood promotion through capacity
building, research and development. It
has also been promoting strategies
and solutions to promote a large num-
ber of sustainable livelihoods. To know
more, visit http.//igsindia.org.in/

sought financial assistance and set up her
own micro-{Inancing project besides making
villagers aware of public welfare schemes

Thanks to her efforts, around 700 house
holds in across six villages in the tribal
belt have been able to breathe easy. She was
nominated by Indian Grameen Services, for
the ClI Exemplar Award in micro-finance.
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meen’s micro-enterprise scheme to be history?

sex worker who had to drink sewage water bagged BM

- Empowerment Scheme Rehabilitates

Today, Mane herself em-

Sdf-Hdp Gl'oup 0f10 Grltty Women i ploys four men to clean the
below-poverty-|i . 0f35%foraproject; abank loan canbe drains—a requiyement in the
e Bhavika ain v m;wbymm icr iinewomenstarttheirown  raised forupto60% ofthe project cost; and5%isto contfact. She talks
Muinbai: .  The 8yearold  SwarnalayantiShahariRozgarYojana(SISRY)  Thesubsi confidently, hds a bank ac-
%Mhe[;;rguponéng ez bbeensoidtoaKamatipura  saCental SO asconsideredabank count and has Sent her daugh-
BT iyt 0 brothelin1985byherhusband.  in 19971 oo et i e Under  terstoaboardingschool
sl mmﬁ ;&&ﬁ o::anted to escape the  andgetsubsidiesfortheirsmall-sca Lo N it ’ S d. tfthe It wasn't an easy start for
Nityanand Nagar, Ghatkopar, ever since one of  FromApril1, though,this schemeiaslikelytobe  giveusl fENULI s,n0b "m:m her; though. Mane first en-
succeeded in bagging a BMC = ivelihood i rolled herself asa ‘peer’ work-
miﬁ;‘{:*“mm Mission (NULM). More than 000 viomen's Prfb il er with a local NGO called Vi-
ity if-helpgr idan iF-help group jay Krida Mandal (VKM),
These women weregivena Friday against he changeover. MayorSunil Prabhu _ Under NULM, amaximumof Rs 10.100canbe which educated herabout HIV
chancea: bt ity askingfor f  giventothe o, | and heaithsafey She usedto
RD;ESWYOJ‘.‘am%ﬂgggﬁi B (s o s ivistsan 4 n;hﬂ@;undermwmmmmwm g back to her locality and
tral ,aCen-  thaclientand wassoshocked ~ adverselyimpact s hould havei dthe spreadtheword.
¢ et . o city.Underthescheme,th e s et ek st che gl ey e %
beentm ted! g got her mar- BhavikaJain im women in the selfhelp group;
o mﬁglmsmzl wgv?meBMC ﬁm:{?}j‘f“m “marriage”aftershedelivered beg outside temples for food. i1 = 15 dropped out and went back
The Ghatkopar selfhelp bmﬂlelwmﬂnmym?;og; g:;y “There weredayswhen1 There were times when the mﬁfg tg;ax’“ 'saidMane,  toprostitutionasthey werewn-
todrink sewagewaterand  men beat me up. Tdidn't know armamibum1m1eep;z-ygmlm,-kgman s‘“‘,m“’e,‘{eg m; mbus@mess
3 ‘would Wo! ut 1 on'-
S ¢o O 20 o 3 and are reaping the fruits of
: - ? their hard work today” said

They underwent skill
ining under SJSRY. They
firststartedoutby makingjew-
ellery and paper lamps (kan-
dil), but the sale did not meet
theirexpectations, duetoinad-
equate marketing. Then,
through VKM, they were
trained in creating perfumes.
That's whenthey finally tasted
success. After setting up stalls
at several fairs and festivals,
the group even managed tore-
paytheirRsl.slaldlbankloan.

2013, they wentontobag ,

the slum sanitation project at
Nityanand Nagar for 16 units.
Each woman is paid Rs 4,600 2
month for sweeping the roads,
cleaning garbage and keeping
public toilets clean. That
apart, theypayRs 5,600 eachto

tation project

the four men who clean the

drains.

Now, theyareeyeingbigger
projectsand slum sanitation is
their chance to get assimilated
with thecity’s working class.

“But even today, when we
g0 to pick up garbage, men in
these homes call usnamesand
refuse to let us do our job. Yet,
we keep going back, as this is
our only chance to change our
lives,” said another woman
from the group.

“If society wants prosti-
tutes to reform, it should give
them a helping hand. It also
needs to change its perception
towards sex workers," said

Mane.

Shewillreceivea Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry
award next week for “exem-
plary work”.
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