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NEWS RELEASE 
GOODYEAR INDIA PARTNERS WITH CONFEDERATION OF INDIAN INDUSTRY 
(CII) TO SUPPORT FARMERS MITIGATE CROP RESIDUE BURNING 

Supports farmers across 15 villages in Barnala covering 40,000 acres of 
farmland to adopt environment-friendly alternatives to stubble burning 

Barnala, Punjab, November 2, 2022 – Goodyear India partnered with 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), to support farmers in Barnala, Punjab, 
to mitigate crop residue burning, a significant aggravator of air pollution. 
This initiative, as a part of Goodyear India’s annual CSR initiative, aims at 
making tools accessible and upskilling farmers to adopt climate-friendly 
and cleaner agriculture practices.  

Under this initiative, Goodyear India has donated farm equipment and with 
CII’s support will mobilize villagers via volunteers to conduct behavioral 
change campaigns. These campaigns will aim to improve awareness through 
activities including wall painting, creating farmer user-groups as well as 
providing technical guidance to farmers to reduce stubble burning.  

The inauguration ceremony of the initiative was held at Bhaini Mehraj village 
in Barnala along with the support of the District Administration of Barnala. 
The initiative was launched in the presence of Ms Lovejeet Kalsi, ADC, 
Barnala, Dr Rajesh Kumar Raheja,  Cane Commissioner, Punjab, Dr Varinder 
Kumar, Chief Agriculture Officer, Barnala, Mr. Anuj Thakkar - VP Farm & 
Commercial, Goodyear India, Ms Seema Arora, CEO of CII Foundation along 
with scientists from Punjab Agricultural University (PAU), the farmers in 
Barnala and other eminent dignitaries.  

Commenting on this occasion, Mr. Sandeep Mahajan - Chairman and 
Managing Director, Goodyear India Ltd. said “We are proud to support this 
initiative which encourages farmers in adopting viable environment-
friendly alternatives to stubble burning. With this initiative we are doing our 
bit and finding solutions to reduce the air pollution which is caused in 
Northern states due to stubble burning. Our contribution to the villages in 
Barnala is in continuation to our commitment to health and wellbeing of our 
environment and the members of the communities we operate in.  The 
equipment and training provided will help create a psychological change in 
dealing with stubble”. 

Ms Seema Arora, CEO of CII Foundation  said, “Considering the complexity 
and magnitude of the stubble burning issue, CII’s effort has been to develop 
industry partnerships to handhold farmers to adopt climate-friendly and 
cleaner agriculture practices. Working on this initiative in last four years, CII 
has adopted 300 villages in Punjab and Haryana.  I am happy in partnership 
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with Goodyear India we have initiated work in Barnala. We look forward to 
strengthen this partnership in future and support the District Administration 
in the efforts to solve stubble burning in the area.” 

CII and Goodyear are supporting farmers in 15 villages in Barnala covering 
40,000 acres of farmland through a range of interventions such as training, 
providing machinery and technical support to farmers, and facilitating the 
adoption of viable environment-friendly alternatives to stubble burning.  
Farmers welcomed this noble initiative wholeheartedly and have vowed to 
collectively work to solve stubble burning problem in the villages. 

About Goodyear 

Goodyear is one of the world's largest tire companies. It employs about 72,000 
people and manufactures its products in 57 facilities in 23 countries around 
the world. Its two Innovation Centers in Akron, Ohio, and Colmar-Berg, 
Luxembourg, strive to develop state-of-the-art products and services that 
set the technology and performance standard for the industry.  

Goodyear completes 100 years in India in 2022. It has two plants, one each in 
Ballabgarh and Aurangabad. In the passenger car segment, Goodyear supplies 
tyres to many of the leading OEMs in India and has been a pioneer in 
introducing tubeless radial tyres in the market.  In the farm segment, 
Goodyear is a leading brand that supplies to all major tractor companies. For 
more information about Goodyear in India and its products, visit 
www.goodyear.co.in 

 

About Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)  

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an 
environment conducive to the development of India, partnering Industry, 
Government and civil society, through advisory and consultative processes. 

CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed 
organization. For more than 125 years, CII has been engaged in shaping India's 
development journey and works proactively on transforming Indian Industry's 
engagement in national development. Under Climate Change Resilience, CII 
mobilises industry support to lead multi-stakeholder initiatives and works in 
300 villages across Punjab and Haryana to mitigate stubble burning and 
promote sustainable agricultural practices. For more information, visit 
www.cii.in 
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